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REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 
'.•-OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 


i THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIET JAM 


No. ' 280-a/TT/SL. 


Vietnam 


... -. • •• • . n • _ ■ ..- 

• ‘.Considering the Constitution of 'the Republic of' 

' (promulgated) 1-4-1967; 

. - • * V ♦ ♦ • * i‘ 


v . "’. Considering Decree 234-TT/SL, dated 25-5-1968, 

-stipulating the composition of the Government; • ‘ | •' ./'.W 

; ■ * 1 * * m * t t ^ ( # ^ J ’ 

# t / * + * 4 * B " * ■ 

..•*.* Considering Directive 89-Th.T/VP/M, dated 20712-1967, 

. : of the Prime Minister regarding the organization and admin- - • --.V 
• istration of the PKUNG KOANG Committee; 
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Considering official requirements', 
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DECREE 


DECLASSIFIED 

»■■■ ,, » — 

I * •• 

Arnold W: Dadian 
Aip : /0PA . ■■. 




. ARTICLE 1 . - Purpose : Establishment of a National 

■ plan with the designation "PKUNG HOANG," designed to direct, 

' control and coordinate all National efforts toward wiping 

out the Viet Cong infrastructure. • 

^ . • • * 4 * 

* . t * . . • * • - 

. • * . . _ 

ARTICLE 2 . - Scope : This Decree applies to all • 

civilian, as well as military, agencies with responsibility 

for eliminating the Viet Cong infrastructure. : 

i . “ ; • * W v ■ ’ ' fg> • • .’• • • * 

v.-^^» .ARTICLE 3 . - Definitions : The Viet Cong infrastructure 
~^is all Viet Cong political and. administrative organizations, 
established by the Communist Party, which goes under the name 
" People * s Revolutionary Party ." from the cities to the country- . 
.side. The Central Office of South Vietnam is the highest level 
steering organ of the Viet Cong in South Vietnam, which ■“ ’\ v 
directs these political and administrative organizations 
through the various echelons of the People's Revolutionary 
Party of South Vietnam, and the Front for the Liberation of 
South Vietnam, from Central level down to the hamlet. 

• '--.vS;-..- -• 

- • ' ' : •••*.• . * • ' ‘ ■ ■„ . : 

•’ In addition, the Communists plant a num b er of ca dr.es- 
| to direct and control other parties and organiza tions^ such 
'as the Progressive Socialist Party, the Southern Democratic j 
i Party, the Alliance of National Democratic and Peace Forces, I 
' or other similar organizations in the future. Only these j 

Communist cadres are regarded as a part of the Viet Cong . [ 

infrastructure. .. » 

• 

. * * ' 

* -Viet Con^ military units, members of mass organizations 

■ r established by the Viet Cong, citizens forced xo perform as 

laborers, or civilians living in areas temporarily controlled 
by the Viet Cong, are not classified as belonging to the 
Viet Cong infrastructure. 
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ARTICLE 4 . - Objective : Concentrate and coordinate 
+ Uc . 0 ff nr fc n f all” agencies to ‘implement the PHUNG HOANG pl an 
JSed a? acM^viig «xinun, results in the task of eliminating 


the Viet Cong infrastructure# 



ARTICLE 5. w General : The Pi'imc Minister of the 

Government and alT-relatcd Ministers are responsible for 


Governmen-c ana ujl± .«*.**-- — ‘ + 

providing support : and resources for the effort to climinate 

the Viet Cong infrastructure. Financial support is cove 
in Article 8. • . - 




♦ 

All PHUNG HOANG Committees or Centers from Central 
down to District level will coordinate plans, programs an 
operations. The composition of this system of organizat , 
guided by the Central PHUNG IIOANC-. Committee, is ou lri 
Annex I . The missions of the PHUNG HOANG Committee at Central 
level are to map policy and direct operations of subordinate 

levels . . _ • ; 


The principal operational element within th^ PHUNG 
HOANG organization is the National Police, as stipulated in 
Decree 161— SL/AN of 30-10— 1967# , 
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The military forces are responsible for providing 
support to the National Police until the latter have sufficient 
capability to perform their missions. The Special Police 
Branch and the Police Field Force are the two components 
charged with eliminating the Viet Cong infrastructure ^ and 
when nedessary, may receive support from other forces add 

resources. I 
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structu: 
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will be 


Committees and Centers: 


- qentral PHUNG HOANG Committee 
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The mission of eliminating the Viet Cong infra- 
e will be implemented at every level from Central 
the village and hamlet level. _ 1 
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ARTICLE- 6. - Organization : The’ PHUNG HOANG plan ^ 
directed, “controlled and supervised by the following 


Annex I 


J ijegional PHUNG HOANG Committees 


Annex II 


rovince (Capital and City) PHUNG 
, IiOANG Committees and Permanent 
• Centers 


Annex III 


,Mstrict Intelligence and Operations 
‘[ Coordination Centers 


Annex IV 


ARTICLE 7. - Co ordina tin g Directives : The Ministry 
of Defense and the Joint General Staff will direct all military 
command levels to 'coordi nate with and support PHUNG HOANG 
operations as well as; to exchange- information on Viet Cong 
administrative and political organizations with representatives 


of the PHUNG HOANG organization; at the same time they will 
direct commanders of all Corps Tactical Zt 


ns Tactical Zones, according to 

y X 1 G' U yvii»nmi*v*v* h* - - * # 

the local situation, to give .priority to the effort to 
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All concerned Ministers should direct ailfcoml' nd 
■ elements, units or agencies to support the PRCNG HOANG .j 
■‘ operations, especially in coordinating and exchanging i : or- 
• mat ion on the Viet! Cong infrastructure, as well as othc'l ; 
essential information. j 

■ J • 

♦ ♦ 

I 

- ARTICLE : 3. . -• Operational expenses of .the PJIUNGI HOANG 
Committees and Centers will come from the budget of the] ' '• 

Ministry of Interior.. (The Directorate General of the Budget 
and Foreign Aid will provide necessary credits and' funds to 
the Interior Ministry to support this plan during theiyear 
1968. i . 1 . ' 
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Signed : 
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ARTICLE 9 . - The Prime Minister of the Government 

is charged with implementation of this Decree. 5 

• .1 

' This Decree will not be publish^cl in the Official 

Gazette of the Republic of Vietnam./- . - X : , 

* — .. *** * 


COPY 

SECRETARY GENERAL ' 

NG UYEN- VAN- HUONG 
(sealed) 

TRUE COPY 

Saigon, 8 July 1968 

Political Service Chief 

♦ ■ * , ' 

TON-TFAT-CHUOC 


SAIGON, 1 July 1968: 

Signed: NGUYEN- V^N^HIEU 

*{/ . 

COPY V . 

Correspondence Office *Chief 

Office of the Prime Minister 

v 

Signed : PHAM-VAN-PHANG 

Admin Chief Clerk 
(sealed) 
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ANNEX 


Committee : 


Composition of the Centra], PHUNG HOANG 




- Minister of Interior 

- Director General of National Police 


♦ 

- Defense' Ministry representative ...... 

- Chicu Hoi Ministry representative .... 

- .Revolutionary Development Ministry 

.;. representative 

- Chief, Military Security Service ..'... 
'-Chief, J2, Joint General Staff ....... 

Chief, J3, Joint General Staff .:'.;... 

- Director, Revolutionary Development 

- Cadre Directorate ‘. . 

- Assistant for Special Police Branch . 

(Chief of Special Police) ... 
■ - Assistant for Police Field Force 


Chairman 

Vice Chairman,- -• 
concurrently 
Secretary General 
Member ' . ' • 
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The Central PHUNG HOANG Committee, the chief organ 
•• for coordination of information and operations aimed at elim- 
inating the Viet Cong infrastructure, is responsible for: 

* 

- Reporting to the Prime Minister of the Government 

on all matters related to the PHUNG HOANG plan, ' 

' } ■ ■ . 

• « 

•;- Mapping policy and plans to meet operational re- 
quirements of the PIIUNG HOANG plan. 

• ■ #• 

••" -■•'••• Guiding and coordinating all activities of con- 

it-cerned agencies in implementing prescribed policy. 

" '■ * 

••" • - Recommending organizational changes related to 

••-'the common effort in carrying out assigned responsibilities. 

• . • - r 

• . ? ' , • * 

I- Guiding and controlling PHUNG HOANG operations at 
all levels. 
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f The Chairman of the Central* PIIUNG HOANG Committee 
is directly responsible to the Prime Minister of the Govern- 
ment regarding operations of the Committee. The Vice Chairman 
of the Central PHUNG HOANG Committee, since he is simulta- 
neously] Secretary General of the Committee, will be in charge 
of the administrative matters of the Committee, with the 
assistance of personnel provided the Committee by the Office 
of the Assistant for Police Special Branch. 
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ANNEX II 


Composition of the Regional PHUNG HOANG Committees 
is fixed as follows: • 
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- Commander, Corps Tactical Zone 

- Corps Police Director ...:.... 


*««••••••• 


• • 




Chief, Corps Headquarters G2 
Chief, Corps Headquarters G3 
Chief, Military Security Service 

at the CTZ '. 

Regional Chieu Hoi representative 
Chief, Police Directorate Special 

• Branch 

Commander, Police Field Force'.... 

_ ■ • * 


Chairman 
Vice Chairman, 
concurrently . 
Secretary General 
Member - .- 


• • • • • 
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.In directing the Corps level PHUNG HOANG program, 
the PHUNG HOANG Committee is responsible for: 

- Implementing directives of the Central PHUNG HOANG 

Committee. 

* •, 

- Guiding ar.d coordinating activities of the CTZ 
• agencies or units related to the mission of eliminating the 

. Viet Cong infrastructure. 

- Supervising, inspecting and supporting operations 
of the Province PHUNG HOANG Committees and the District 

Intelligence and Operations Coordination Centers. 

• • ' ' . 

- Reporting to the Chairman of the Central PHUNG 

•H; HOANG Committee on the operational plans and programs of the 

^■'CTZ PHUNG HOANG Committee. • 

• . ’ 

■ . ... - The Chairman of the CTZ PHUNG HOANG Committee will. 

' . appoint a number of personnel from the G2 and Special Police 
Branch offices to handle office matters for the Committee. 
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- Directives on the operation of the District Center 

will be published by the Chief of the Central PHUNG HOANG 

Committee and disseminated through channels.' Center personnel 

specified by the District Chief will coordinate with the 

Province PHUNG HOANG Committee. 

# •» • • ’ 

* . 

The District Intel 13 ;-;once and Operations Coor- * 
dination Centers will consist cf the following principal 
sections : • \ * r / 

. ' * » ■ 

• • ■ 

1 . * 

■ - Administrative Section ; . ■ 

* • * 

» «■ 

■ • . . 

- Military Intelligence Section (Combat Intelli- 

' . gence and Order of Battle) 


Police Intelligence' Section 
infrastructure). • 


(deals with ”VC 


* .. . 
* ^ 
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% 4 


Operations Section (operations and destruction 
of Viet Cong infrastructure). . . 
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T-K: Disl.-icfc Into 1 « igencc rind Operations Coor- 
dination Centers vi i I be org.< ni zed as follows: 
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- District Police Service Chiei 

- Chi of ,' Sul:— sec tor S2 « 

- Ohio i', ’ Sub-see tor Si; 

• - Representative of ' Mi li tnry Security 

Service ....... 

• - RD Cadre Group leadci 
-• Chief, District Census Grievance Section 

- Chief, Chiei: ! oi branch 

- Chief, Police Special branch 
• “' - Commander, Police Field Force 

Intelligence officers of military 
units stationed in ' district 


Chief 

Deputy Chief 
Member 


« * • • • 
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District Intel licence and Operations Coor- 
dination Center is responsible for: * . 


•- Carrying out directives of the Province PH UNO HOANG 
Committee and -Permanent Center. 

• « 

- Operating continuously 24 hours a day. 

* 9 

- Guiding and coordinating activities of the district's 
units and agencies responsible for collecting intelligence, 
maintaining security, and conducting operations against- the 

••Viet Cong infrastructure through exploitation of the intelli- 
gence information. 

♦ , • • - - 
• ‘ , . * » i 

- Uncovering Viet Cong organizations in the district 
. as well as their support elements in the hamlets; finding 

ways to destroy those organizations . in the shortest possible 
. t i me . 

• . - • . , 

•- Providing timely iiifccl ligence information to the 
Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces, paramilitary forces, civil- 
ian agencies and American and Allied units and agencies. 

Jj- Reporting all matters regarding intelligence, 

•itv and elimination of the Viet Cong infrastructure. 


security 


Cong 

- Expeditiously exploiting all intelligence inform- 
ation to destroy the Viet Cong infrastructure and Viet Cong 
cadres and troops in the locality. 

* i 

a 

- The District Chiei* ma y delegate routine management 
of the Center to the Deputy District Chief or to other 
capable personnel. 
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- Expeditiously report aJI i r. format ion on the V ii 


Cong infrastructure up to CTZ level 
and to neighboring | provinces . 


down to District Sieve 1 


I 

■ - Report to the appropriate echelon on activities of 
the Committee, on 1^1 JUNG HOANG matters in the locality , and 
on the security situation as related to the Viet Cong infra- 
structure ... . . if 
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The Permanent Center of the Province (Capita*! or 
City) PKUNG HOANG Committee will operate continuously 24 hours 
a day, under the supervision of the Committee -Secretary (the • 
Committee Secretary will be appointed by the Province Chief). 
The Permanent Center should be tightly organized and, because 
it is the guiding organ, should be organized to handle matters 
of administration and collection, evaluation and 'collation of 
intelligence information — regarding the VC infrastructure — 
as well as exploitation of such information. Personnel of 
the Center will be fixed by the Province PKUNG HOANG Committee. 
This Center should be located in the vicinity of the Sector 
Operational Center. The Interior Ministry and the Defense 
Ministry will coordinate to provide personnel presently not i 
available in province to satisfy requirements. \ 




The Central Pi-UNG HOANG Committee will disseminate 
a directive on the operation of the Permanent Center through 
the CTZ Headquarters. To avoid duplication of effort, all 
Province Intelligence Coordination Committees, which prior 
to now have operated separately, are to be dissolved. Duties 
entrusted to those Committees will be passed to the PHUNG 
HOANG Committee, the Permanent Center, or the Sector Operations 
Center. 
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